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LIQUOR LICENSING AMENDMENT BILL 2004 
Second Reading 

MR P.G. PENDAL (South Perth) [4.02 pm]:  I move - 

That the Bill be now read a second time.   

For years an anomaly has existed in Western Australia’s liquor laws by which hotels have enjoyed a monopoly 
trade in packaged liquor on Sundays.  That, no doubt, has been a boon for the hotel industry.  However, for 
hundreds of liquor stores it has meant that their doors have had to remain shut on that day.  The great bulk of 
liquor stores are owned and operated by small business people; that is, men and women who have invested their 
own money, human resources and, indeed, their dreams and aspirations to become self-employed, and to reap 
whatever benefits come from that status.  These folk, who are the very engine room of our small business 
economy, are prevented from trading when their competitors - the hotels - are allowed to open their doors.   

Some 1 120 licensed outlets in Western Australia sell packaged liquor.  Of those, 465 are liquor stores and 655 
are hotels, taverns or special-facility outlets.  Of the 465 liquor stores, some 325 - that is 70 per cent - are 
operated by the small businessmen and women to whom I referred.  The other 140-odd stores are owned by large 
national companies like Coles Myer and Woolworths.  Simply stated, this means that almost 30 per cent of all 
licensed outlets - that is, the 325 of the 1 120 independently-owned liquor stores - are prohibited from trading on 
a Sunday.  This Bill seeks to remove that anomaly by allowing the 325 independent owners to trade on Sundays.  
The Bill does not extend to the large corporation-owned outlets for reasons I will now explain.   

At a practical level, successive Western Australian Governments have baulked at removing the anomaly 
involving liquor stores primarily for two reasons: first, pressure from the hotel industry has inevitably been 
intense since, understandably, it wants to retain its monopoly; second, the apparent political odium of allowing 
the big corporation-owned liquor stores to trade on a Sunday is considerable, and such reforms are invariably 
seen as making life more difficult for small operators.   

At a logical and intellectual level, I have a general difficulty with correcting one anomaly while seemingly 
creating another; that is, in assisting the independent liquor store owners while excluding Coles and Woolworths 
outlets.  Notwithstanding that, I am proceeding with this Bill for several good practical reasons.  First, it is 
apparent that if my Bill sought to lift the barrier for not only the independent outlets, but also the big 
corporations, the Bill would meet the same fate as previous Bills that have tried to deal with this issue; that is, it 
would simply die.   

Second, my Bill seeks to reflect in the liquor industry the position that we all generally support in the broader 
retail trading field; that is, we prohibit the large corporation retail chain outlets from trading on Sundays while 
we permit smaller independently-owned Supa Valu or Dewsons-type operators to trade.   

Third, I do not believe in the concept of a level playing field.  Big operators in any activity will always amass 
more political clout, and thus advantage, than small operators.  That is life - I accept that.  However, when we 
can give small operators some form of matching leg-up, I have no compunction in doing so - thus the nature of 
my Bill.  I might add that the right of the big corporation-owned liquor outlets to apply for what are called 
external trading permits will not be affected.  That right will continue.   

This Bill is, in all respects, a circuit-breaker.  It is perhaps the last opportunity we will have for years to correct 
the anomaly suffered by the 325 family businesses to which I referred.  Industry research has demonstrated that 
these businesses extend benefits sought by consumers.  For example, they provide facilities that are preferred by 
female shoppers; more competitive prices each day of the week; a more extensive range of products; and, they 
account for 70 per cent of all wine sold in Western Australia and are, therefore, the major supporters of the 
Western Australian wine industry.  I ask members to support me in this circuit-breaker.  I commend the Bill to 
the House.  

Debate adjourned, on motion by Dr E. Constable.   
 


